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NATURE NOTES - NEWT
These are amphibians, spend-
ing part of their lives in water
and part on land. Each spring

newts enter the water to breed; the females lay
200-300 eggs singly on water plants, each en-
closed by protective jelly.  These hatch into lar-
vae, similar to tadpoles which live in this form for
about 10 weeks and then become young newts
called efts which then leave the water.  They may
not return for 3-4 years when they are mature.
They feed in water as well as on land and eat tad-
poles, small fish, slugs and earthworms,  The
smooth newt (triturus vulgaris) is the most com-
mon and can be found on the site.

B.T.c.v.
We are grateful to the B.C.T.V for a generous
grant of £640 towards the cost of a new path
around the pond.  I am sure you will agree that it
is a great improvement.  Thanks to the Green
Gym for their hard work. During the work many
newts were found a species we were unaware
were present on the site.  Our list of species is
gradually growing, which shows we must be do-
ing something right.

Membership secretary
Would you like to take on the role of membership
secretary? Lyn has resigned after working for the
group since it’s inauguration.  We currently have
50 members, some who pay by standing order,
some by yearly subs.  We would like to increase
this number and we need your help to do so.
Please contact the chairman Trevor at 76 Upper
Fant Road Tel: 682982 for a chat.



MEMBERSHIP
A reminder to all members who pay annually.
Please pay your subscription next month at
the barbecue.  The cost is a very modest £5
for an individual or £10 per household.  We
very much need your money - the cost of in-
surance alone is approximately £600 p.a.
Please encourage your friends and neighbours
to join.  You may also send your payments to
Patrick Coates (Treasurer) 8 Chilham Road
Allington or drop it into 76 Upper Fant Road.

NATURE TRAIL
We now have leaflets of the Nature
Trail.  These are available from Ian

Hay at 162 Upper Fant Road.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 13 May 2006
The chairman reported that the lease has still to be signed as we are waiting for Maidstone

Borough Council to complete the work as agreed.  We are expecting this to be done this year.  Our aim has
always been to secure a long term lease to safeguard the site from development.  In view of the proposed
development of 0.5 mile of the riverbank below Unicumes Lane for use as a marina, it would seem nowhere
is safe from the threat of the bulldozer.  We hope that we have the wholehearted support of the committee
and members alike.  Thanks to our education officer, Ian Hay, we now have local schools using the site as
part of their environmental studies.  Minutes of the meeting will be available shortly from the secretary.

BARBECUE - NEW DATE
Please note there has been a change to the date.  This event will be on the 1 July beginning at 1pm.  The cost
will be £2.50 and just £1.00 for children under 12 years.
The woodcarvers will be bringing the new carvings for the posts and giving a display in woodcarving.
There will be a tombola and live music from Penny and Friends.  We would be very grateful for any dona-
tions of items for the tombola and of course for any offers of help with the organisation
of the event.  Please contact any of us with your offerings.  We would like to see as
many of you as possible, please invite your friends and neighbours.  This is our only
fundraising event of the year and need to make it successful.

WEBSITE
The Fant Wildlife Group will

soon have its own website.  This
is being constructed by Sue and will be available some

time in June.  Further details coming soon.

Clare park open day
On the 3 June the official opening of the revamped Clare Park will take place.  The council has invested a lot
of money on improving the park, with a new toilet block complete with baby changing facilities, picnic sites
for mothers and toddlers and a brilliant new basketball court.  It is hoped that the Fant Wildlife Group will be
represented to raise the profile of the group and to advertise the BBQ.

Hawthorn
The blossom of this
tree (cratagus monog-
yna) is very much the
colour of spring.  The
hedges of hawthorn
which divide the fields were mainly planted in
the 18th century during the land enclosure move-
ment.  In the last 2 decades many of these hedges
were cleared to make larger fields or replaced by
easy maintained and cheap fences.  However due
to generous government grants there is a move-
ment back to hedge planting.  The result of this
can be seen along the Pilgrims Way between De-
tling and Hollingbourne.  Grown as trees they
rarely exceed 6 metres in height, but are never-
theless a spectacular sight in May, covered in
blossom.  In the atumn they produce masses of
berries much loved by the various birds notably
members of the thrush family, including the win-
ter visiting Fieldfare and Redwing which can be
seen on the wildlife site.

DIARY DATES
Saturday 10 June Workday 11am

Saturday 1 July BBQ 1pm
August No Workday

Saturday 9 September Workday 11am
Saturday 14 October Workday 11am

(Produce Competition)

Meet by the shed at Roseholme end of site.


